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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1 To build friendships across the barriers that divide man from man 


2 To give personal service oad , 
3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to listen 


to the views of others 
4 To work for the building of that better world which has been called 


the Kingdom of God. 

This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H and 
about the world in which we live, takes its title from the third of these 
Four Points—to think fairly. 


On the cover: 


Some of the vast crowd (estimated by the Cathedral staff at 2.500) which packed St Paul’s for the 


Thanksgiving Service for the life of Tubby Clayton. There could have been no finer tribute to Tubby’s influence 
on the lives of others than this enormous crowd. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury (top, right) pronounced the Blessing and among the many notable people who 


attended the service was the Rt Rev David Sheppard, Bishop of Woolwi i i 's 
EE cerca p olwich (lower, right), a relative of Tubby's. 
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Point Three is available from Toc H Publications Department, 1 F i i 
HP22 6BT (Tel: 3911). Single copies 7p: 10 orm ; oean o re, Wendover, Pama 


ore copies sent to the same address 6p each. 
Letters and articles are welcomed and should be addressed to 
London EC3N 2AL (Tel: 01-709 0472). 
necessarily those of the Toc H Movement. 


Bae the Toc H Editorial Office, 42 Crutched Friars. 
Pinions expressed are those of the individual contributors and not 


Advertising : Display and classified advertisements i i i i 
obtained from the editorial office. are included in this magazine. Full rates and data can be 
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VIEWPOINT 


Caring for the aged 


‘Baby and childcare has long been acknowledged 
as a subject for public health education and 
classes on this are held by midwives and health 
visitors. The care of the elderly, however, does 
not seem to attract the same amount of 
attention, in spite of the fact that the problem 

is growing and will continue to grow in size.’ 


‘The quality of life in any community is 
determined by the way the weakest are treated. 
This isn’t just a wishy washy moral statement 
but one that statisticians accept. We have seen 
how infant mortality is now an indication of the 
degree of civilisation of any community.... If 
the neglect of the aged could be measured in 
the same way, the resulting figures might be an 
equally effective indication of the general degree 
of civilisation of any community or country.’ 


Two quotations from a book called The Aged* 
by Dr Klaus Bergmann, written primarily for 
those responsible for the care of elderly relatives, 
but equally valuable to any branch which works 
with the old. Incidentally, don’t be put off by 
the fact that the author is a psychiatrist with a 
German name. The book is simply written, and 
packed with common sense advice. Take, for 
instance, his comments on visiting the elderly: 


‘Visiting is welcome especially if the visitor will 
allow the old person to do something for him, 
ie make a drink or a meal. Elderly folk are very 
much aware of the desire of some visitors to be 
off at the earliest opportunity and resent this a 
lot. It is better to visit a little less often and 
spend more time talking, not just rushing in to 


do good.’ 


The Aged contains brief and helpful chapters on 
the physical and mental aspects of ageing, 
advice on diet and home safety and drawings of 
some of the many aids which can make home 
life more comfortable. 


Dr Bergmann discusses the possible living 
arrangements that can be made for the elderly. 
Is it true that the generations don’t easily mix 
and that old people are happier living in 
retirement villages, such as those which have 
been developed in America? Or should they 


remain within the community? He points out 
the problems in some of the ‘old people’s 
colonies that have sprung up in many holiday 
and coastal resorts. Here, neighbours are 
strangers from different parts of the country, 

too old to help each other effectively’. He 
makes the point that flats and homes for the 
elderly ‘should be within easy access of shops 
and public transport. Active life going on 
around is better than lonely, beautiful scenery’. 
And he adds: ‘Old people do not like 
unnecessary change. So don’t move them 
without very good reason (not just because their 
housekeeping doesn’t come up to your 
standards)—even when they may tentatively 
suggest retiring elsewhere, and sometimes it does 
seem such a good idea!’ 


There seems to be a widespread feeling that a 
great many people today callously neglect their 
elderly relatives. ‘Such resounding moral 
condemnations,’ says Dr Bergmann, ‘are wide of 
the facts as we know them. In many Western 
European countries where the support of the 
elderly has been studied, time and time again it 
has been shown that younger relatives will travel 
from considerable distances, still help with 
household chores, with nursing and with 
shopping, where possible.’ The fact remains, 
however, that increased mobility and the 
development of new towns mean that family 
care is frequently no longer sufficient on its own. 
‘Instead of feeling impelled only to help the 
elderly of our own family,’ suggests Dr 
Bergmann, ‘we have to feel a similar obligation 
to the elderly people who live around us. This 
is already taking place and we can see a 
mushrooming of voluntary groups who have 
undertaken to help the elderly.’ 


In some cases the most effective way that we in 
Toc H can help may well be to invite them to 
come and take part in our activities. “Voluntary 
organisations,’ says Dr Bergmann, ‘too often 
ignore the last reservoir of high quality labour 
available—the fit elderly person.’ 

K P-B 


*Published by Wolfe Publishing Ltd, ro Earlham Street, 
London WCz, at £2.50. 


THEN AND NOW 


te Easter once again, we are glag of 


As we begin to prepare to celebra 


i ishi his rem 
the opportunity of publishing t 
Bailey of Chippenham, Wiltshire, of her 


‘Never before have we seen the like!’ was the 
astonished reaction of the crowds at Capernaum 
when Jesus healed the paralysed man, brought 
on a stretcher carried by four friends, and 
lowered through the roof of the house where 


Jesus taught. 


That was ‘then’. This is the ever present 
NOW- yet the same reaction applies today 
because the Ag of Miracles is not past. For 
Christ is as alive today—in you and me—as he 
was 2,000 years ago. Once we come to the full 
realisation of this fact, we become aware of the 
powerful resources which lie within us! It’s 
exciting: it’s wonderful! 


fn a recent newspaper article, a comment was 
made that I had a double reason to celebrate 
writing and walking. Indeed, life has become a 
daily adventure for me and with the help of 


arkable account, by Thelma 
own ‘resurrection’. 


God's good Grace I am constantly discoverin 
how to do something extra; a new task to 
embrace. You see, l am now 27 and since 
birth have been disabled with a form of 
muscular dystrophy—a progressive wasting of 
the muscles for which, according to the medical 
and research workers, there is neither cure nor 


treatment. 


Thelma Bailey (seated, centre) with her mother 
(second from left) and members of the Silver 
Ring Choir of Bath, with their conductor, Mr 
Kelvin Thomas. The picture was taken on the 
occasion of the choir's visit to Chippenham last 
November to give a concert at St Andrew's 
Church. Proceeds of the concert were divided 
between the church and the local muscular 
dystrophy committee. 

Photo. Reg Coates 


But take a look at me.... Until March of last 
year I had been confined for three years to an 
electrically propelled indoor chair. The last 
nine months of this period were certainly the 
worst as far as my physical condition was 
concerned. Then I had little power left in my 
hands and much of the sensation had been lost 
from my legs and feet. Eating was a problem 
as the muscles of my face had deteriorated, 
making it difficult to chew and swallow. I had 
to be turned several times during the night to 
prevent cramp—so although I have always 
remained as independent as possible, the 
attention [ needed didn’t even stop when I went 


to bed! 


Now . . . I climb stairs (after seven years!), even 
steep hills and have discarded all surgical 
appliances—which included full length calipers 
and heavy back support! Now I can eat and 
enjoy foods I’ve not done for years. Now 
sensation has returned to my lower limbs but 
what is more I can move both feet quite freely— 
something I’ve never before been able 

to do. 


So at Easter 1972 one could say that it was a 
time of resurrection for me also. The beginning 
of a new life—and it was on Easter Sunday that 
I knelt down—with a thankful heart!—for the 
first time in my life. 


Yes, although those nine months during the 
1971/72 period were the worst physically, yet 

Į feel it was all in preparation for the wonderful 
blessings I have now received.... ‘My Grace 
is all you need. Power comes to its full strength 
in weakness.’—2 Cor: 12. When one has 
reached one’s lowest ebb, then one is better 
equipped to appreciate even the slightest 
improvement. 


In conclusion I would say that each day God 
gives cause for joy, faith and hope! Finally, 
here is an extract from one of my most recent 
poems: 


What have I done, Lord, to deserve 

So rich and bounteous blessings? 

Your wondrous response to those who serve, 
Who pray for me, have intercessed; 


So great Your Love made manifest— 

So many ways I have been blessed. 

Lord, take my will and make it Thine. 
Make me a lanmp—YOUR LIGHIT fo shine. 


Thank you for allowing me to share, briefly, 
these wonderful experiences with you. 


‘Tubby’s Wonderground’ 


A memory of Tower Hill from Stephen Jack 


Three or four years ago we had a young 
American staying with us. It was in the summer 
and we had an evening free and I said to him 
‘have you seen anything of the City of London 
yet? Of course, he had been to Buckingham 
Palace, the Houses of Parliament and all that. 
He said, ‘no’, so I said, ‘we will jump in the car 
and go up to Tower Hill, 1 would like you to 
see the Tower of London and All Hallows 
Church and so on’. We got up there and we 
had snooped around and were standing gazing 
vaguely at the Tower, facing the river, when we 
were approached by a young man whom I would 
think, by his type and accent was Yugoslav, a 
man of about 30 or so, who broke into our 
conversation and said ‘excuse, can you tell me 
Wonderland—er Wondergrund’. So I said 
“Wonderground ? and he said “Yes, Tubby’s 
Wonderground’. I said ‘Oh you mean the tube, 
the underground, yes, it is up there, you turn to 
the left and the station is just there’. I thought 


to myself afterwards he little knew how close 
he came to the truth when he was talking about 
Tower Hill as ‘Tubby’s Wonderground’. 


An outstanding Tribute 
CLAYTON OF TOC H 
A biography by 
SIR TRESHAM LEVER 


The Bishop of Coventry in The 
Church of England Newspaper: 


‘Written with admirable lucidity and 
distinction ... anyone who picks it 
up will be gripped . . . by the 
character revealed in its pages. | 
commend the book wholeheartedly.’ 


‘One of the most richly and creatively 
dynamic characters of the twentieth 
century Church of England. Sir 
Tresham is to be congratulated for a 
worthy record.’ Church Times 


Illustrated £3 net 


John Murray 
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COME AND SEE! 


The text of the address by Austen Willia 


ice of Thanksgiving for Tubby at 
nee Tiler tributes to Tubby that have been 


selection of some of the many other 


received will appear next month. 


The two disciples of John said, ‘Master, 
where do you live? He answered, ‘Come 
and see!’ 


A preacher like myself, on an occasion like this, 
is all too easily tempted to reach far beyond his 
grasp, to try to say all that there is to be said 
about so great a man. This I must avoid at all 
costs. I can only make a personal tribute. — 

I am encouraged by one thing. The very little 
I can say will be immeasurably enriched by your 
own thoughts, your own offerings of personal 
thanksgiving to God for what Tubby meant to 
you. Those thoughts, those offerings, not my 
words, are the reality of this service. To help 
me in my task I have chosen to start from an 
incident from the Gospel according to St John. 
We are told in that Gospel that when John the 
Baptist first pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of 
God two of his own disciples broke away and 
followed Jesus. Becoming aware of them Jesus 
turned and spoke to them—‘What are you 
looking for?’ ‘Rabbi’, they asked, ‘where do 
you live? And Jesus answered, ‘Come and see!” 
So they went and saw where he was staying and 
spent the rest of the day with him. Now that 
is all we are told of that astonishing afternoon 
when the two disciples of John called on Jesus 
and talked with him till the sun went down. 

St John, who was no journalist, gives us none 
of the little details we would like so much to 
hear—what the place looked like and what they 
talked about. But his few words still stand; 
the thing happened. Where do you live? 
Come and see! 


God’s commerce with man became as simple, as 
everyday, as matter-of-fact as that. And not 
then only, for it continued. For 33 years of 
human history it was possible to say (though 
the disciples only knew it later)—there is God! 
In the stable, in the carpenter’s shop, in the 
fields of Galilee, by the lake-side, in the 
wilderness of Judea, in lodgings in Capernaum 
and Bethany, feeding with publicans and sinners, 
asleep in the forepart of a fishing boat, walking 
the narrow alley-ways of Jerusalem, inthe 


ms, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fie| Fe 
St Paul’s Cathedral. A 


quietness of the upper room, on the 
Cross. 


Men could ask him, ‘Where do you live?” And 
he could answer, ‘Come and see!’ 


And that was wonder enough, but a greater 
wonder was to follow. For Christ who died on 
the Cross, rose from the dead and is alive in all 
the world—alive, not in one place at one time, 
but in all places and forever. And now it was 
the disciples who were to answer the question 
put to them, ‘Where does God live? They 
answered as Jesus had answered, ‘Come and see!’ 
And God was there, just as they said. 


|The place where God lives was discovered to be 


the place where all men live, and the little 
details they wanted so much to hear were shewn 
to be the details they already knew—the events 
and things that made up their own lives. 


And in this 1 discover what Tubby meant to me, 
and, I believe, to countless other people—an 
open invitation, answering a question deep in 
my life, ‘Come and see!’ And at moments when 
it was at its clearest, unimpeded by the tangle 

of bewildering activity (what was he really up 
to?) which so often surrounded Tubby, the 
invitation and the seeing were not two things 
interrupted by argument or debate, but one and 
the same—God was there, just as he said, no 
matter where it was. At such moments the 
humility of Tubby before God was profound, 
his awareness of God’s presence compelling. 


So much else could be said, for Tubby was 
indeed a man of infinite varicty. He was a 
legend in his own lifetime, with a capacity to 
amuse and to move, a power to affect and alter 
the life around him, beyond any I have known. 
Those who knew him far better than I will tell 
the stories which will keep our memory of him 
tich and alive, but if they were to leave this out 
they would surely miss what really matters, 
would make play with the earthen vessel and let 
slip the true treasure. 


It must have started years before but it was at 
Poperinge that the miracle occurred, that 
countless men heard for the first time the 
invitation, ‘Come and see!’ It was to enable 
them, against all the odds of that terrible 
battleground, to discover where God lives. In 
the Old House, in the Upper Room, but not 
there alone—wherever men were within reach 
of that tireless and familiar figure they heard the 
invitation. He brought with him so much else— 
a wizardry of improvisation, a fearlessness of 
sentiment and emotion, a passionate love of song 
and poetry, a shameless audacity which opened 
all doors, a boundless and bubbling humour— 
all these and more, but running through it all, 
the purpose of it all, the invitation, ‘Come and 
sce!’ Out of this intense experience grew so 
much that was to enrich the life of the peace 
that followed. The lives of all of us here 
represent a minute part of all that Toc H has 
achieved. Those who returned from Poperinge, 
so many of them to be ordained, to whom the 
church owes an immeasurable debt, fashioned 
an instrument which has carried the invitation 
into the lives of countless men and women, 
enabling them to discover where God lives 

in a myriad unexpected places all over the 
world. 


It has been said that the ultimate significance of 
any man’s life is his creativeness in the lives of 
others. To measure Tubby’s life in those terms 
is to discover a wealth beyond telling, both in 
the lives of individuals whose number cannot 
be counted, and in the projects he started which 
stand to this day and will continue. In the 
building there was bravery of a very special 
kind, there was much cost of spirit, a deal of 
agony and debate, but also of happiness and 
profound enjoyment, and always the enduring 
purpose, the consuming love of God and 

man. 


For myself I owe Tubby a very great debt—in 
himself and in what he created I heard the 
invitation, ‘Come and seel, and God was there, 
is there, just as he said. 


Les and Molly Wheatley 


Les and Molly left the staff of the Administrative 
Headquarters at Wendover at the end of last 
month and will be living in retirement near 
Cirencester. 


Les’s retirement brings to an end a remarkable 
record of service on the full time staff, dating 
back to 1927. He served on the field staff in 
Yorkshire, Nottingham, Newcastle and London. 
He had a spell at headquarters as assistant to 
Rex Calkin, and returned in 1964 as assistant to 
Cyril Cattell. For the past couple of years he 
has served as Builders’ Secretary. 


Molly joined the headquarters staff to help out 
temporarily during the Jubilee in 1965 and has 
worked there ever since. 


Their very many friends throughout the country 
will wish them both many happy years in their 
new home, which is, incidentally, conveniently 
close to Dor Knap. 


More Poperinge parties 


There will once again be a Veterans’ Party visiting the 
Old House this year. The dates are September 17-21 
and applications should be sent to Greta Penness, 
International Secretary, Toc H, 42 Crutched Friars, 
London EC3N 2AL. Ruby Relf will be leading a 
party to Bruges and Poperinge, July 21-28. Details 
from Ruby at 22 Mountfield Gardens, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. This replaces the tour provisionally 
planned for the Spring Bank Holiday week. 


JDNIOd WITTY NOSHE 
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As Marketing Requested It. 


PRACTICALLY, A BRANCH 


3. Service 
George Lee 


Gee, I really am glad that you could join us this 
evening, though you will have to excuse me for 
a moment as we are in the process of initiating 

our new friend Bill Bloggs. 


‘What is Service?’ asks our Chairman, looking 
Bill straight in the eye. ‘The rent we pay for 
our room on earth’ answers Bill, his chest 
swelling slightly and a look of relief showing on 
his face because he has managed to get it off pat 
without any prompting. 


‘The rent we pay for our room on earth’—a 
glorious phrase, but I wonder whether perhaps 
we too haven’t got it off pat, too pat, also. 

A suggestion was once made in a letter in the 
old Journal that we serve in order to try and 
make up some of our rent atrears—how very 
pathetic, how very misleading. 


On the other hand, John Durham, many years 
ago, pointed out that there is no question of a 
rent payable—that what we have is complete 
freehold given to each and everyone of us by 
God. Therefore if we serve it can only be for 
love of God and our fellow man and certainly 
must never be because we feel obliged to do so 
for one reason or another. 


“Why then serve?’ some may well ask, and 
‘Why?’ must be my query also. Better men 
than I—Alec Churcher, Mayne Elson, John 
Durham, John Callf, to name but a few—have 
provided us with a wealth of treasured writings 
over the years which we would do well to read 
again and again if we are never to lose sight of 
our real purpose and the place of service. 
Through all such writings the cardinal point that 
comes through crystal clear is that within Toc H, 
to serve aright, we must first become 

something. This docs not mean however that 


many cannot serve in many ways, in many 
situations, with many people, without first 
knowing the full purpose of Toc H. Thank Gai 
there are thousands who daily serve without 
knowing of Toc H let alone its purpose. But 
we ourselves are pledged to membership of 

Toc H, so what makes us diferent, different 
mark you and certainly not superior, to so many 
others? Surely it can only be that we serve out 
of a real sense of caring and sharing, and 
discover as we serve the magnitude of the real 
task and the need to involve others. 


Nevertheless, in a world which was never more 
in need of service by men of goodwill and 
Christian conviction, many scarcely know the 
name of Toc H, and those that do continue to 
have the most peculiar image of what we are 
about. Yet we, in dire need of reinforcements 
if we are to tackle our real tasks, seemingly do so 
little to involve others or even to undeceive them. 
It is time we turned dreamings into real action. 


The first two articles in this brief series sought 
to show that our plan of meetings and recruit- 
ment is expressly to indicate the true purpose 
and significance of Toc H in the world today, 
and therefore our service ought to indicate the 
relevance of that purpose to the needs of the 
age in which we live. Certainly one cannot 
avoid the truth that any study of ‘local, national 
and international conditions and their effect on 
men’s lives’ must inevitably call us into action— 
to right wrongs, to ease burdens, to make good 
losses, and to heal the pain and agony of a 
world torn apart by man’s inhumanity to man. 


Needs change and our practical expression must 
remain flexible, meeting new demands of loving 
and caring. Unless it is relevant it is of little 
worth. This does not mean however that one 
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As Sales Ordered It. 


As Engineering Designed It. 


automatically pours scorn on what is commonly 
called ‘ambulance work’ unless such is À 
transparently and obviously seen only as a salve 
for a conscience or arising from the mistaken 
view that membership of the Movement demands 
that we give service. 


If however we learn more and more of the real 
purpose of Toc H and so become naturally 
eager to serve out of a sense of caring then the 
whole world is wide open to us, and in such 
circumstances any branch or member saying they 
cannot find worthwhile work to do, or discover 
new opportunities, are to be greatly pitied. 


While, therefore, the working of the spirit is to 
be seen in action, the preliminary stage of 
learning how to care and share is of vital 
importance if we are not to lose our way or 
betray our true purpose. Why do we so often 
claim that Toc H remains unique and yet by our 
very actions and expressions seemingly seek to 
show that it is anything but unique? 


Serving in order to salve a conscience, or 
attempting to jump onto a bandwagon, or 
trying to prove that we are as good as, if not 
better than, others is doomed to failure, and 
rightly so. If however we are eager to turn 
§/dreams into action, and to let our every action 
mirror the truth about Toc H and its purpose, 
then the best days are yet to be and instead of 
looking back on a glorious past we shall excitedly 
and eagerly be looking into, preparing for, and 
walking, nay running, into an exciting future. 


Some practical hints: 
x Never ever be jealous of, attempt to compete 
with, or attempt to copy social service bodies. 


2 Never ever attempt to measure your worth 
by the volume of publicity or banner headlines 
or the acclaim you receive. 


3 Never ever be overconcerned with the size of 
the task but remember that a small task activated 
by right motive can often have more lasting 


benefit than a publicity-aimed, eye-catching 
job based on wrong motives. s 


4 Whatever you do, be it large or small, do it 
with love, joy, zest and enthusiasm—only in this 
way will others become infected, encouraged, 
challenged and aided. 


5 Remember that service is not always 
necessarily physical or material—it is often on 
our simple acts of grace and gratitude that others 
begin to build up their own philosophy of life. 


6 Make every piece of service a community 
effort by involving someone else—even if that be 
the person being served. There is no virtue in 
trying to go it alone. 


7. Read—your local papers and you will quickly 
discover an incredible number of real personal 
needs. 

Read—Toc H publications and learn more and 
more the role of service within the Movement. 


8 Go mainly for those expressions you feel you 
are good at—there is nothing particularly 
virtuous or self-righteous in doing things you 
naturally find distasteful, or doing them without 
a good heart. 


9 Never consider anything too small or too 
large to merit your consideration, but consider 
everything in the light of an opportunity of 
sharing your love. 


10 If for any reason you cannot tackle a job 
yourself make it your job to find someone who 
can. 


1x Whoever you serve, wherever you serve, 
and however you serve, enjoy what you do— 
and smile, darn you, smile, and so make life worth 
living not only for yourself but for all others. 


12 If ever you feel your pride swelling, or your 
ego welling up inside you, then think again, for 
there is something wrong somewhere. 


13 Get stuck in, and enjoy every minute of it. 


‘pan. oie ; | 
~*~ 3 xD 
Se 7 
EI 
AN | “LAS 
i —NY 
As Manufactured. As Installed. | What the Customer Wanted. 


47 


48 


Letters 


Mark for the elderly 


B D Brown’s idea of a ‘Mark for the elderly’ 
(December issue) would seem to be a good one, 
and a good use for a small part of our new 
income. As a Movement we don’t do much to 
help our own elderly members; a Home on the 
lines of the Abbeyfield Society or the Methodist 
Homes for the Aged would, I am sure, be most 
welcome to members in Mr Brown’s situation. 


Morecambe would be an ideal place for such a 
Home, and Morecambe branch would be only 
too pleased to see that it ran smoothly. No 
doubt there would be difficulties in finding 
suitable premises (preferably on the sea front) 
but properties do come on the market from time 
to time. It would also be necessary to have a 
resident warden and housekeeper. 


Perhaps the first move would be to find out if 
there is sufficient demand and how many 
members we should aim to accommodate. 


Noel Wolstenholme Morecambe 


To see our duty 


As an agnostic associate of Toc H, I found 
Keith Beck’s second piece on the Toc H 

Prayer in January’s Point Three difficult to 
stomach. Keith suggests that whatever we 
know to be our duty is also God’s will for us 
or, alternatively, our duty is to find out God’s 
will and do it. But for centuries Christians have 
been in dispute about what constitutes God’s 
will. For agnostics, because of their doubts 
about the existence of God, the concept may 
often seem unacceptable. Agnostics and ` 
atheists within the Toc H family would not 
think of secking to put pressure on the 
Christian majority among the membership to 
excise Christian concepts from the Toc H 
Prayer and from Light. But in considering the 
‘Strategy for the Seventies’ in this age when 
most are no longer Christians perhaps provision 
could be made in Toc H ceremonies to take 
account of the convictions of those who while 
wishing to do good works ate not able honestly 
to describe them as God’s work. d 


Peter Johnson London 


The Sunday Express headache 


Following an interview with the Director an 
article appeared in the Sunday Express on 
November 5 describing the new income as a 


‘headache’. 


There followed many letters from branches 
demanding that the public relations department 
should ‘do something’ about it. We already 
had. Within two days of the article appearing 
the following letter was sent to the 


Editor. 


‘Michael Dove’s article last Sunday about the 
new income available to Toc H correctly points 
to some disagreement as to its use from the 
membership. But in a Movement like Toc H, 
which takes as a fundamental principle the 
maxim that individual liberty and freedom to 
hold a differing viewpoint is essential in a 
trusting society, this is not surprising or any 
cause for concern. 


‘A full report of our Hon Treasurer’s speech 
about the use of the money, given at our AGM 
in November, has been sent to Michael Dove, 
and I hope that he will find it sufficiently 
interesting to comment further. 


‘What is disturbing and giving rise to many 
letters from our branches, is the effect Michael’s 
observations will have on the enormous amount 
of work carried out by branches depending on 
local funds. This is the only source of income 
for our branches, and if it is reduced or 
disappears as a result of the article, a lot of 
people in Britain, both helpers and helped, will 
be destitute. Please put this matter right, and 
permit me to convey our appreciation of your 
newspaper’s interest over the years, both in our 
Movement and voluntary community 

service... .’ 


Victor Patrick, the correspondence Editor, 
wrote... ‘I tried to find space but I regret to 
tell you that I have been unable to... .” We 
wrote again on November 24 saying ‘. . . local 
funds will dry up as a result of this article. It 
matters little to us when it is printed so long as 


the risk of bankrupted community work is 
avoided.’ 


We did not get a reply to this second letter. It 
Is a pity that a national newspaper with the 
reputation of the Sunday Express should be so 
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callous about its responsibility in presenting the 
whole truth for its readers. 


The matter now rests with you. 


C Huw Gibbs 
Public Relations Secretary Toc H Administrative 
Headquarters 


Strong stuff 


Some of the replies John Forbes cites in his 
article in January show a much wider outlook 
(a number of them much too wide!) than the 
one which included the words ‘full membership 
of Toc H is not possible unless you are a 
Christian’. If we accept this definition for 

Toc H membership, we must go a stage further 
and say what we mean by the word ‘Christian’. 
No doubt some branches have met, as I have, 
the probationer who asks: ‘Do you consider that 
Tama Christian? I never attend a church 
setvice, because I cannot accept the Christian 
theology as set forth in the Apostles, the Nicene 
or the Athanasian creed. Jesus Christ 
formulated neither theology nor creed as a 
condition of discipleship, but simply said, 
“Follow me”. I do accept the two 
commandments that Christ taught, and try to 
follow them day by day. I believe in, and love 
God, to whom, as the Father of all mankind, 

I pray regularly; and I also try to love my 
fellow-man as myself’. 


Tt may be that some branches would refuse to 
accept as a full member any probationer who 
rejected the Church and its Creeds, but in my 
opinion such branches would be wrong, as 
from my reading of the Main Resolution 

I cannot see any words therein which would 
exclude from Toc H membership such a 
probationer, nor, for that matter any other 
probationer holding unorthodox or modernist 
views about Christianity. “Not everyone that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the 
Will of my Father.’ The supreme affirmation of 
Christian discipleship is not ‘I believe’ but ‘I 
follow’, and the latter affirmation should be the 
basis of Toc H membership. 


Tom Orchard Horsham 


The corridor 


Keith Rea’s ‘light-hearted contribution to our 
Christmas number’ made mine heavy! How 


can a Toc H Commissioner be such an uncivil 
clot as to say ‘Assuming that I had committed 
some traffic offence I pressed on: we are briefed 
to ignore the East Germans’. I admit that, 
unprotected by a British military uniform, and 
uncluttered by the unrealistic military brief 
(which Keith quotes correctly, although he had 
made such a crass summary) [ did keep a very 
strict look-out for East German police. After 
all, their Democratic Republic empowers them 
to give stiff ‘on-the-spot’ fines. But no human 
being should be ignored, and citizens of the 
Democratic Republic, East of the iron curtain, 
deserve our respect as much as do those of the 
Federal (West German) Republic. I went with 
my wife and daughter and her fiance last summer 
to Dresden to meet her East German friends, 
and we were showered with kindness all the way. 
As active church people our friends suffer many 
hindrances from their government; but they are 
proud of its positive achievements, and eager to 
welcome Western friends. 


The Rev George Jager Abingdon 


Clayton of Toc H 


The publication of Tubby’s life, Clayton of Toe H, 
by Sir Tresham Lever, affords most branches an 
opportunity for local publicity. Many librarians 
would welcome the gift of this book for their 
shelves. If it is also possible to stage a small 
display along with the book showing aspects of 
Toc H activities this could be of interest to 
members of the public using the library. For 
the cost of the book (£3) who knows what 
rewards might not be gained by the branch. 


W E ‘Brutus’ Bruton Newbury, Berks 


To All Branch Treasurers 


Please complete the account forms for the annual 
return of your branch’s income and expenditure 
as soon as possible, and return them to your 
Area Treasurer. It is disturbing that support 

for the Family from the Family at December 31 
was {4,400 less than the previous year. Let’s 
have another look at what we have given and 
see if we can’t close the gap by March 31. 


George Barnett Finance Secretary 
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Fighting for prisoners of c 


Jim Jarvis, a member of Brookfield branch, Middlesbrough, is also 
secretary of the Teesside group of Amnesty International. This article on 
Jim's work for Amnesty, by Erik Brown, is reprinted by kind permission 


of the North Eastern Evening Gazette. 


er | 


Jim Jarvis with the typewriter on which he has 
written to governments throughout the world 
on behalf of prisoners of conscience. 

Photo: North Eastern Evening Gazette 


For the past seven years a small group of 
Teessiders have been pressurising governments 
throughout the world to release their ‘prisoners 
of conscience’. 


Government officials in Spain, Czechoslovakia, 
Iraq, Rhodesia, Yugoslavia and Russia have been 
politely prodded. 


In a number of cases the prisoners have been 
released. It could be coincidence. 


‘It’s difficult to evaluate our success,’ said Mr 
James Jarvis, the group secretary. 


“We cannot say that these prisoners were 
released because of our efforts. But they were 
released—and our letters do have an effect.’ 


Mr Jarvis, a 52-year-old Teessider, talks 
animatedly about Amnesty and its work. He 
leans forward to emphasise a point: ‘Amnesty is 
a non-political organisation. You could say it 
was humanitarian.’ 


—— + 


Typical of their work is this letter he sent to the 
Russians: 


‘I am writing as a member of the British section of 
Avmesty International in Middlesbrough on behalf 
of Yu Brrzin. 


We understand that Yu Bugin was sentenced to three 
ears in a labour camp with severe regime in April 
this year for expressing and advocating political views 
contrary to those of the Soviet Government 


... I am writing on behalf of myself and the other 
members of the Middlesbrough group of Amnesty 
International to ask for clemency for Yu Bugin. 


We feel that a review of his sentence or a mitigation 
of his terms of imprisonment would be an act of good 
will on your part and would make us very happy that 
the good relations which now exist between our tuo 
countries could be further improved.’ 


The Middlesbrough group consists of eight 
people. A personnel officer, a Methodist 
minister and housewives are among the 
members. 


Mr Jarvis himself is a staff member of the Dr 
Barnardo’s organisation. In his spare time he is 
also a Methodist lay preacher, a member of 
Toc H, a Sunday School leader and treasurer 

of the Teesside branch of Apex—the clerical 
workers’ union. 


He smiles at the suggestion that he is a 
do-gooder. 


‘I read an article about Amnesty in Reader’s 
Digest in 1965,’ he explained. ‘I thought it was 
a good idea, so I wrote to them in London 
asking for details on how to form a group. 
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conscience 


They sent me details on how to form a threes 
group—that is, a group which caters for three 
prisoners at a time—one from the Western world, 
one from the Eastern or Communist world and 
one from the African world.’ 


This, according to Mr Jarvis, emphasises the 
group’s non-political stance. 


s ‘When Aden was granted independence there 

| was an allegation that prisoners there had been 

| ill-treated by the British. Amnesty investigated 
that,’ he said. 


‘A similar sort of situation could arise in Ireland 
I suppose. We would look into that as well. 


‘And we have written to the American 
Government about people in prison for refusing 
to fight in Vietnam.’ 


The organisation doesn’t stop at writing to 
governments. Attempts are made to write to 
prisoners as well and, if a reply is received, 
money or clothes may be sent to the prisoner 
and his family. 


‘Some of these people have genuinely been 
forgotten,’ claims Mr Jarvis. ‘They may not 
have seen their family for some time and it 

must mean a preat deal to them to receive a card 
from someone in Middlesbrough, England.’ 


Amnesty, founded by a solicitor in 1961, has 
groups in 28 countries. There are, altogether, 
18,000 members fighting for the freedom 

of conscience prisoners throughout the 

world. 


One of the methods the organisation uses in its 
attempts to pressurise governments is to have 
groups from more than one country writing to 
the same Government about the same prisoner 
at the same time. 


Mr Jarvis tells the story of a high-ranking 
government officer in a Communist country 
being told of the number of letters received 
from Amnesty. 


‘He said that he didn’t realise the country had 
so many political prisoners,’ said Mr Jarvis. 


‘A = . . . 
n Investigation was organised and, as a result, 
a number of prisoners were released.’ 


But Mr Jarvis’s most powerful tales deal with 
the forms of persecution conscience prisoners 
are often submitted to. 


He talks sadly about prisoners in Greece being 
tortured, about a Roman Catholic priest in a 
Communist country being forced to eat human 
excrement at a mock communion service and 
about Jehovah’s Witnesses being imprisoned for 
refusing to bear arms. 


“It’s against their religion,’ he said. ‘In one 
country they come up for national service, refuse 
to do it and are imprisoned. 


“When their prison sentence is up they are 
again asked to do national service, again they 
refuse and again they are imprisoned. This can 
go on until they are 50. The detention camp 


used to be in the Sahara Desert. Now it’s at 
Cadiz.’ 


In seven years the Middlesbrough group has 
dealt with 12 prisoners from all over the world. 
One, a Rhodesian, received £60 from 
Middlesbrough—he had seven children, 15, 13, 
12, 10, nine, eight and seven respectively. 


In some cases the inquiries lead nowhere. It is 
presumed that the letters fall into the hands of 
the governments who refuse to pass them on. 
Nothing can be done in cases like that. 


In other cases it is found that the prisoner is 
guilty of a crime of violence or is not a true 
prisoner of conscience. Those cases are 
dropped. 


But Amnesty, working to release prisoners in all 
societies, has gained a curious sort of respect 
throughout the world. 


And the name Middlesbrough is becoming 
known in the most unlikely places. 


As Mr Jarvis said: ‘The number of letters Mr 
Kosygin, the Russian Premier, has had from 
Middlesbrough is nobody’s business.’ 


Note: ‘The headquarters of the British section of Amnesty International is at Turnagain Lane, Faringdon Street, 


London EC4—tel: 01-236 o111. 
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The Toc H Prayer—4 


‘Teach us... to check all bitterness, to disown discouragement’ 


Keith Beck 


It may be necessary to remind ourselves that we 
not only ask to be taught ‘to live together’, but 
also to be taught ‘to check all bitterness, to 
disown discouragement’. These intentions for 
our common life depend upon our readiness to 
learn from God, ‘to listen now and always for 
the voice of God’ in this respect as much as we 
may believe that we have to listen and learn in 
connection with our attitude to social 
problems. 


There is usually 2 good reason for the inclusion 
of the word ‘all’: a reminder that there are no 
limits as we might suppose. St Peter does just 
the same thing in his First Letter, already quoted 
in previous articles—‘away with all malice and 
deceit, away with all pretence and jealousy and 
recrimination of every kind? We have to learn 
that there can be no place for bitterness of any 
kind, however much we may, mistakenly, feel 
that our particular bitterness is justified. 


To renounce all bitterness is not the same thing 
as renouncing indignation over the sufferings of 
others. There is a place for what has been 
termed ‘righteous indignation’, though we must 
always question our motives for getting ‘worked 
up’ about the iniquities of society—it is fatally 
easy to 

‘Atone for sins we are inclined to, 

By damning those we have no mind to? 

The danger is that we become bitter about those 
who cause others to sufler, and end up twisted 
and warped by such bitterness and hatred. 


“To disown discouragement’ is capable of more 
than one meaning. Obviously we are to be 
taught to disown discouragement in ourselves, 
to refuse to give up because first attempts don’t 
succeed. There is a well-known saying, beloved 
of parents and others, ‘if at first you don’t 
succeed, try, try again’. It may not be amiss to 
couple with this the other saying ‘there is more 
than one way of killing the cat’: disowning 
discouragement must be worked out in terms of 
trying new methods when the older ones have 
obviously failed. 


Perhaps it is the other meaning which should be 
emphasised, and we need to learn that we must 
not discourage others. In every family there is 

a wealth of experience among the older members, 
and often a strange reluctance on the part of the 
younger ones to be guided by it. If the 
impatience and brashness of youth is to be 
deplored (though we were doubtless much the 


same—the ‘angry young man’ is not an 
evolutionary freak of the 1960s), equally to be 
deplored is the tendency for older people to 
become cynical (usually described as ‘being 
realistic’), and to discourage the idealism and 
efforts of the young. There may well be a 
defensive reason for such discouragement, based 
on our own failure and our unwillingness that 
others should succeed where we have 


failed. 


Oliver Cromwell once urged some of his 

Puritan contemporaries, whose self-conceit was 
beyond reproach, ‘I beseech you, in the bowels 
of Christ, think it possible you may be mistaken’, 
There is often a need for someone to say 
something like that to us; and especially when 
we feel so sure that we have tried everything 
and have failed, therefore no one else could 
possibly succeed. It may be with us an 
attempted extension of Toc H, or attempts to 
penetrate the local community and awaken 
concern over a particular problem, or even to 
get together a decent programme for the branch. 
Who knows, perhaps God can use the gifts and 
abilities—and, above all, the imagination—of 
the other man where we may have been willing 
but quite useless! 


Welcome Point 


The following branches elected new 
members during January: 


1o—Rishton (w). 
4—Milford on Sea (j), Mold (w). 


3—Belfairs (w), Central, Hythe (w), Mold (m), 
Rishton (m). j 


2—Beshill on Sea (j), Highams Park (j), 
Ladhope (j), Northern Area. 


1—Ashby de la Zouch (m), Bakewell (j), 
Boscombe (m), Chiseldon (w), Corsham 
(m), Exmouth (m), Gorleston (w), Ilford & 
Seven Kings (w), Ilminster (m), Kettering 
(w), Paignton (m), Pant (j), Ruislip (m), 
Stourport (m), Surrey, S & W London 
Area, Western Area, Ulverston (w). 


We extend a warm welcome to the 58 new 
members. 


__NEWSPOINT _ 


SHELDON HOUSE 
CLOSES 


Rose Radford 


Sheldon House was opened in 
November 1964 to mark the goth 
Birthday of Toc H Women’s 
Association. Whilst largely 
brought about by the gifts from 
branches throughout the country 
the excellent ground work was 
accomplished by Jean Perry, with 
the full and active support of the 
then Lady Mayoress of Birming- 
ham, Mrs Glass who, as Patron, 
has continued her interest through- 
out the years. 

Since its inception the House has 
continued to be ‘home’ to a large 
number of young girls in need of 
the stable background that Sheldon 
House has been able to offer, 
mainly through a succession of 
capable Wardens and a working 
House Committee. Continued 
interest has also been shown by 
many branches throughout the 
country, in addition to local 
branches, and the close interest and 
support of many other organisations, 
particularly Rotary and Inner 
Wheel, have been an added en- 
couragement. 

In late 1972 it became increas- 
ingly obvious that the need for the 
kind of accommodation offered at 
Sheldon House was lessening and 
this, together with the difficulty of 
finding a suitable Warden, forced 
the Main Committee regretfully to 
decide that the present project must 
end. The House was therefore 
closed on December 31, 1972. 
The Committee however remains 
active and is looking to the future 
and to ways in which the remaining 
assets and intense interest may be 


«used by meeting a new need in the 


icommunity. 


Members will be kept informed 
of progress along these lines 
through Point Three but the Com- 
mittee would take this opportunity 
of conveying their sincere thanks 
to all those who have supported 
the work at Sheldon House over 
the years and hope and trust that 
that same support will be forth- 
coming in the new venture. 


Sydney Saunders was one of the 
cooks when Hitchin members 
invited representatives of many of 
the town’s organisations to a 
‘bangers and mash’ supper. 

Colin Campbell of the South 
Eastern Regional staff (right) was 
the guest speaker. 
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ideas soon.’ 


Sorry, 
no papers 


One of the regular problems with 
which the Toc H Services’ Clubs in 
Germany have to cope at this time 
of year is the late arrival of the daily 
newspapers from England due to 
bad weather. ‘Just recently we’ve 
had terrible trouble getting the 
papers through on time’, writes 
Cynthia Harvey, formerly recep- 
tionist at Toc H Headquarters, now 
working with her husband at the 
Toc H club in Verden. ‘When 
they’re late we normally put up a 
notice saying, “Sorry, no papers”. 
Well, I got bored with this one day 
and put up a little verse, explaining 
why there were no papers, and 
everybody was quite taken with it. 
Now they expect it all the time. 
One of my favourites was last 
Monday’s. You see, we close at 
2 pm on Mondays, so my rhyme 
went something like this: 

Once more theres fog in London Town. 
Afraid it’s bogged your papers down, 
But they’ li soon be on their way to you, 
They'll arrive at five; we close at nro) 
It raised quite a few laughs. The 
trouble is I’m going to run out of 


Giving social work a try 


One of the surprising facts to 
emerge from the survey of young 
people taking part in Toc H 
projects (published in Point Three 
last July) was the number who 
volunteered because a project gave 
them the chance of seeing whether 
they wished to make a career in 
social work. Over the years many 
members have, of course, gone on 
to work full time in one or other of 
the ‘helping professions’. With 
this in mind the Peterborough & 
Stamford District Development 
Team is this summer planning a 
fortnight especially for those who 
are considering a change of career 
and would like an opportunity of 
secing precisely what a social work 
job involves before committing 
themselves to training. 

The dates of this enterprising 
venture are July 6-20 and the 
leaders will be Ray Fabes of the 
Midland Regional staff and Barbara 
Brown, a social worker from 
Runcorn, who has been generously 
teleased by the Cheshire County 
Council so that she can take part. 
The minimum age limit is 18 and 
there is no upper age limit. The 
title of the fortnight is ‘How to 
run a city—a practical introduction 


Tom Baker 


For nearly 20 years Lionel Birkett 
and fellow members of the former 
Grove Hill branch (now merged 
with Middlesbrough) have pro- 
vided socials, dances and enter- 
tainments for the patients of 
St Luke’s mental hospital, work 
requiring special expertise on the 
part of those who undertake it. 

Professional (as well as amateur) 
drama and musical comedy com- 
panies, brass bands, choirs and 
youth orchestra, have generously 
co-operated through the years. 

On a recent occasion a profess- 
ional company, ‘Old Time Music 
Hal’, appearing at the Forum 
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to the helping professions’. 

The 14 participants will share 
in the ongoing life and work of the 
District. Among the activities 
with which they will get involved 
are a PHAB youth club, the meals 
on wheels service, an advice centre, 
playgrounds, pre-school play- 
groups, 2 gypsy settlement, as well 
as hospitals, clinics and institutions 
for the mentally ill. There will be 
ample opportunities to talk with 
professionals in all these fields. For 
those who want to see something 
of a particular job it is hoped to 
arrange for them to spend ‘a day in 
the life of . . .’ a probation officer, 
for example, or a district nurse or a 
teacher of the mentally subnormal. 

This is believed to be the first 
experiment of this kind to be run 
by any organisation and is being 
enthusiastically backed by the Social 
Work Advisory Service, as well as 
by many of those working in 
Peterborough, both with the statu- 
tory services and for voluntary 
bodies. 

If you would like more details 
get in touch with Ray Fabes, 
68 Thorpe Park Road, Peter- 
borough, PE; 6LJ (tel: 63686). 


Memories of 
the Occupation 


Georges Luchie, the Belgian mem- 
ber who was responsible for the 
planning of last summer’s project 
in Brussels, has just published his 
war memoirs. In 1940 Georges 
was seconded by his employers, 
Union Minière, to the Red Cross. 
As a result he was given a safe 
conduct which allowed him to 
travel freely in Belgium and this 
enabled htm to make a very con- 
siderable contribution to the work 
of the Resistance. His book, La 
Belgique an Temps de Occupation, is a 
detailed, almost day to day, account 
of what he saw, heard and did 
during those five years. 


Colsterdale costs 


The committee responsible for the 
Toc H training centre at Colsterdale 
in Yorkshire has announced that it 
is now able to accept bookings ona 
daily basis, as well as for weekends 
and full weeks. Groups must 
consist of a minimum of 12 people 
and are responsible for their own 
catering arrangements. The cost is 
now sop per person per day. 
Bookings and enquiries to Bill 
Bains, 20 St Anne’s Road, Head- 
ingley, Leeds LS6 3NX. 


Theatre, Billingham, gave an out- 
standing performance to a delighted 
audience of patients and staff. 

The finale included the full 
company with Robert Marlowe and 
dancers and singers who roused 
the audience to full song in a 
wealth of old time choruses. A 
previous instance of audience parti- 
cipation had arisen when the 
compère introduced the soprano as 
‘only 20, a year or two younger 
than me’. A patient: ‘and the rest!’ 
Each artist was introduced as ‘your 
own, your very own’ and the 
audience (previously drilled) lustily 
joined in ‘your very own’. They 


= YOUR VERY OWN 


frequently hand clapped the rythms 
to some of the choruses. 

A trite account of customary 
reaction to entertainment, you may 
say; but it was not a customary 
audience! One could not be other 
than moved by the great-hearted 
generosity of those who came to 
entertain, and those whose troubled 
lives had been brightened by this 
golden interlude. Simply from 
motives of fellowship, and to 
mingle with the audience, the 
‘sister’ company playing “The 
Wizard of Oz’ at Sunderland Em- 
pire had come by coach on a foggy 
afternoon to help things along. 


CHAOS AVOIDED 


Derek Green 


There is a quotation about the best 
laid plans of mice and men but 
little did Leicester branch envisage 
in what way their soth birthday 
celebrations would have to be 
changed and at what short notice. 


It was after one o’clock on 
December 16 when we learned of 
the death of our beloved Tubby. 
Sadness, yes, but joy in the know- 
ledge that he had gone to be with 
his Lord. Sadness, joy, and chaos, 
because Tubby’s passing meant 
that the Rev Colin Cuttell and 
Sandy Giles, who were to have 
preached at our Thanksgiving 
Service and spoken at our Guest 
Night were precluded from joining 
us. The Post Office authorities 
must have been rubbing their hands 
with glee at the income from the 
phone calls circulating in and 
around Leicester during the follow- 
ing half hour. 


By 1.30, however, the Arch- 
deacon of Leicester who is Padre 
of the branch had been contacted 
and had agreed to give the address 
—and what a wonderful address it 
turned out to be. 


The service, at which we wel- 
comed some 200 guests, com- 
menced with a two minute silence 
in tribute to our Founder Padre 
and the words of the Charge 
which was read later in the service 
was a challenge to look forward 
and not backwards whatever the 
circumstances. Very appropriate! 


We had in our midst, amongst 
many others of course, Arthur 
Perkins who first received the 
Lamp of Maintenance from the 
late Duke of Windsor on behalf of 
the branch in 1922. We had 
‘Major’ Green who until his retire- 
ment in 1943 had been Warden of 
Mark XI for 20 years. We had 
Colin Stevenson, Skipper Emmer- 
son... Icould go on mentioning 
names synonymous with Toc H 
in and around Leicester! In place 
of Sandy we were fortunate that 
Tim Hulbert was able to join us 


and give us an insight into the 
Strategy for the Seventies’ and he 
certainly lett with us the challenge 
that faces us all as members. 


Arthur Perkins (1), ‘Major’ Green 
and branch chairman John 
Grocott (centre) looking through 
the 1922/23 branch log. 
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Frank Dupont (left) receives a 
clock from Garrison Commander 
Brigadier | C Lambie on his 
departure from Verden, where he 
had served as warden of the 

Toc H services’ club for five 
years. Frank continues as deputy 
commissioner in BAOR and will 
in future be based in Munster. 


mouth during April. 


Nurse and cook 


wanted 


The South Eastern Regional Pro- 
jects Support Group is seeking a 
qualified nurse to take part in the 
holiday week for physically handi- 
capped people at Alison House, 
September 1-8. The Group is also 
looking for a qualified caterer will- 
ing to cook for about 30 people and 
to take part in a project at a home 
for mentally retarded boys near 
Colchester, Essex, August 11-21. 
Some knowledge of special diets 
will be required as some of the boys 
are limited in what they can eat. If 
you can help please contact John 
Burgess, South Eastern Regional 
Office, 41 Trinity Square, London 
EC3N 4D) (tel: o1-709 0472). 


New group’s 
wishing week 


The new group in the Portsea 
area of Portsmouth has been 
formally registered. Most of the 
members of the group are in their 
early z0’s and were originally con- 
tacted at the Toc H stand at last 
summer’s Southsea Show. They 
have been working regularly since 
last September, but their first major 
task will be to help with a ‘wishing 
week’ campaign in west Ports- 


His first project 


Peter Stevenson is aged 26 and he is 
a spastic. He has twice taken part 
in Toc H holidays for the physically 
handicapped at Dor Knap. After 
last summer’s holiday he said he 
would like to repay Toc H by 
taking part in a project and he spent 
a week in January on a painting and 
decorating project in the East End 
of London. Ina letter to Point Three 
he says: ‘I would like to say how 
much I enjoyed the project and 
what a great experience it was for 
me to do painting for the first time 
ona project like that. I think pro- 
jects are primarily about people, 
and being with new people, if only 
for a week, you can learn a lot.’ 


Support for LEPRA 

A slip of the typewriter in January 
reduced the amount raised by 
Merthyr Tydfil for LEPRA from 
{11zto £12. Our apologies to the 
branch and to our correspondent, 
Ethel Davey, who was in no way to 
blame. Major Edwin Lougher, 
LEPRA’s organiser in Wales, him- 
self a Toc H member, tells us that 
branches in the Principality raised a 
total of £695 for leprosy relief in 


1972. 


Camping jubilee 

The Derby Toc H boys’ camp 
celebrates its soth birthday this 
year. The camp has the regular 
support of many local charities and 
trusts, but, says Derby District 
Team chairman Bill Chivers, ‘the 
cost of feeding 100 boys for a week 
is mounting very rapidly’. This 
time last year there was a very real 
fear that the camp would soon have 
to close down because of lack of 
funds. The District decided that 
its main fund raising effort last year 
should be in aid of the camp and, as 
a result of a successful market held 
in the autumn, has been able to hand 
to the camp committee a cheque for 
£170. “Everyone really did work 
hard,’ says Bill Chivers, ‘members, 
Builders, friends and families of 
members, all working with real 
gusto. 
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In brief... 


orman Parker, Area Treasurer for Surrey, 
has joined the accounts department at 
ping with the complexities of VAT, 


A belated welcome to N 
South & West London, who 
Wendover with responsibility for co 


Tom Bailey of Buckland-in-Dover branch, Kent, has been awarded the 
MBE in the New Year Honours in recognition of his work with the 
local borstal. Jack Palmer, who was active with Toc H in Calcutta and 
in New South Wales before retiring to this country, recetves the CBE, 


Commander Richard F Wells RN succeeds Commodore Thelwell as 
President of Talbot House Seafaring Boys’ Club, Southampton. 


tishes to Kitty Dingwall, vice-chairman of Swindon 


Our good w | 
d Stan Pill of Wroughton branch, who were married 


District Team, an 
on December 16. 


Bognor, Sussex, members opened their rest room for the elderly on 
both Christmas Day and Boxing Day, so that there was no need for any 
elderly people to be lonely during the Christmas festivities. Hammer- 
smith branch in London, with other local organisations, helped in the 
distribution of no less than 1900 Christmas food parcels. And, helped 
by the loan of a tractor, Blackridge branch in Scotland delivered 200 
sacks of coal and 200 bags of wood on Christmas Day. 


A large crowd attended the presentation of the Lamp to Rishton, Lancs, 
women’s branch. 


Hayle, Cornwall, women’s branch held a guest evening for Builders 
and helpers. Weare told that as a result the branch has at least one new 
probationer. 


Milton & Eastney branch held a New Year’s party for long term 
patients at St James mental hospital in Portsmouth. Staff have 
commented on the progress that has been made since the branch 
started visiting the hospital some months ago. 

The Hong Kong women’s branch has given HK $1,000 to the Home of 
Loving Kindness in memory of Tubby. The Home accommodates 
60 very old ladies and members of the branch visit regularly. 
Pocklington, Yorks, women’s branch has given a waterproof cover for 
the wheelchair it presented to Woldhaven Home a few months ago. 


‘The volunteer—friend or foe’ is the title of an exhibition at the King’s 
Fund Hospital Centre, 24 Nutford Place, London W1, open until 
March 30. The exhibition illustrates the contribution and role of 
volunteers in hospitals. 
Due to an electricity failure Harpenden, Herts, branch had to hold a 
recent meeting by the light of the Lamp. 


A wine and cheese party organised by Ramsgate, Kent, women’s 
branch raised £37 towards the cost of a new therapeutic swimming pool 
at the Royal Sea Bathing Hospital in Margate. 


Bomb happy in Brum 


During the summer a project group 
running a play scheme in Nechells 
spent their day off visiting the Long 
Mynd where they found an old 
bomb, which they took home as a 
souvenir. The following morning 
the warden of the community 
centre where they were living 
walked in, took a look at it and 
told them to take it to the police 
fast. The police said that the bomb 
was in fact live, and they then 
recalled that they had played rugby 
with it the previous afternoon! 
One January night, about 11.30 
pm, the same community centre 
warden rang the Mark in Birming- 
ham to say that there was a bomb 
scare in a high rise block of flats in 


Nechells and could one or two 
residents go across and help. Long 
term volunteer Wayne Kistner and 
four residents set off in the Regional 
minibus, collected 200 blankets 
from the centre for homeless men 
at St Chad’s Cathedral Crypt and 
went Into action looking after 
refugees in the community centre 
while the building was searched. 
The bomb was said to be due to 
detonate at 1 am but when nothing 
had happened by 1.30 it was con- 
sidered safe for the residents, many 
of them elderly, to return home. 
One old lady collapsed and was 
taken to hospital by ambulance, 
escorted by a Marksman. The 
group got back to the Mark at 4am. 


Alison House 
holiday weeks 
The now traditional holiday weeks 
will be held at Alison House again 
this summer. Hosts and hostesses 
for these weeks are as follows: 
July 28— August 4 

Gill and John Hodgson 
August 4-11 

Archie and Marjorie Berry 
August 11-18 

(painting week) Kathleen Owen 
August 18-25 

Doreen and Roland Gill 

‘What a very happy week.’ That’s 
how Pearl Welch, from Four Oaks, 
Warwickshire sums up her holiday 
at Alison House last summer. She 
writes: ‘It was not a holiday which 
I anticipated with much pleasure— 
the first since widowhood entirely 
on my own. J felt very apprehen- 
sive without any of my family 
around. But as 1 crossed the 
threshold at Alison House I was at 
once received into the wonderful 
family life of Toc H. Almost over- 
night acquaintances became 
friends.’ 


Left hand down a bit 
Lady, trying to get car into parking 
place, to husband directing on the 


kerb: ‘Put another coin in, dear. 
I'll make it this time’. 

From Queenstown, South Africa, 
branch programme 


The Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, the 

Rt Reverend Ronald Selby Wright, 

visited Talbot House, Tower Hill, on 

St Andrew's Day. He was received by 
Toc H Director Sandy Gilas and he 
recalled early days in Edinburgh where he 
was a member. ‘Coming hera today | 

can only say thank you very much. Toc H 
has meant so much to Edinburgh.’ The 
Moderator told his audience that his 
address to the Assembly this year had 
bean based on the Four Points of the 
Compass, ‘it is like coming back to the 
roots when | come here’, he said. The 
Moderator was accompanied by the Rev. 
John Miller-Scott, Minister of the 

Crown Court. He is seen here talking to 
Headquarters Padre Bob Knight (centre) 
and Sandy Giles. 


Photo: Mana Bartha 


Lepra, The British Leprosy Relief 
Association is looking for five or 
six recruits to join its overseas staff 
as Lepra Control Officers. Men 
selected will be given training be- 
fore being sent to work in any part 
of the world to organise out-patient 
control schemes. The work is hard 
and challenging, but very reward- 
ing for those who enjoy living in 
the more isolated parts of tropical 
countries and helping their fellow 
men. 

Ideally, candidates will be in the 
age group 25 to jo and preference 
will be given to those with previous 
experience overseas. No technical 
qualifications are required but 


: nal » 


Lepra needs staff 


evidence of adaptability, integrity 
and the capacity of getting on with 
the job will be sought. 

A basic salary of £1,500 pa rising 
by annual increments to £2,200 pa 
together with a cost of living allow- 
ance which takes account of a 
person’s marital status and the 
country to which he is posted will be 
paid. 

Anyone interested should con- 
tact the Director of Lepra at 50 
Fitzroy Street, London W1P 6AL, 
sending brief details including his 
experience since leaving school. 

Lepra also wishes to recruit one 
or two medically qualified men for 
work overseas. 


be 
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Fifty Years On 


Following the series of articl 


branches which received their Lamps from t : | 
of Wolverton branch in Buckinghamshire 


we have received this account 


es published last year on some of the 


he Prince of Wales in 1929 


from branch chairman David Stimson. 


Wolverton Toc H was born on September ey 
1922, in what was then the Scouts’ cabin in 
Green Lane, Wolverton. From the outset the 
branch was closely linked with the Scouting 
movement as ‘Pa’ Holloway was a founder 
member of both. 


In the early 1920's, according to the minute 
books, the branch was a meeting of young men 
who had returned from Flanders fields, and like 
other branches, it was trying to continue the 
atmosphere and fellowship of the ‘Old House’. 
Other early pioneers were Thomas Impey, 

Eric Crisp, Charles Markham, Bob Fisher and 
the Rey Arthur Stonton. Many of these men 
were to be present in Guildhall, London, on 
December 15, 1922, when the Prince of Wales 
lit the Lamp for the first time. 


Membership of the branch grew to approximately 
40 and was soon to have at the helm two very 
able men, Tom Impey and Eric Crisp, who were 
in part responsible for keeping the members 
together during a dificult period when the 
branch was forced to move to various attics, 
lofts and public houses. ln 1939 it was allowed 
to use a loft at the rear of the house of Mr Bill 
Tompkins, a stalwart Toc H supporter until his 
death a few years ago. This loft (or upper room 
as it was soon to be called) was our home until 
July of last year. 


During the war Frank Sutton started the services 
club, which was run on the lines of the first 
house in Poperinge. 


Many of the activities in the years before the 
war had been of a sporting nature but after the 
war attention was drawn to the needs of the 
town and in the fifties and sixties the warning 
lights for the elderly scheme was developed, but 
was replaced in the seventies by the much more 
ethcient warning bell system. Firewood was 
another service to the community and although 
this had relatively small beginnings it has now 
snowballed to the annual delivery of 350 bags of 
chopped wood. 


The fifties also saw the introduction of the 
Christmas parcel scheme for the elderly which 
has grown into the ‘Wolverton Area Christmas 
Cheer’ organisation which delivers about 1000 
patcels in the Wolverton Urban District. 


Toc H Rags was another money making venture 
and was a carnival forerunner where members 
would parade through the streets with collecting 
boxes dressed as anything from an eastern 
Harem girl to Henry VIII. 


A year ago we purchased a wooden type 
caravan and with the help of carpenters in the 
branch were able to convert it for the use of 
physically handicapped and with the help of 
Newport Pagnell RDC we were allowed to 
place the caravan at Emberton Park, near 
Olney. 


To conclude, we were lucky enough, with the 
help of Toc H headquarters, to purchase at a 
very low price a terraced house on the main 
A422 Stratford Road—the only one through the 
town. This house needed and still needs much 
renovation and alteration, but it provides us 
with a firm foundation to advertise and build 
the Movement, with the assurance that we have 
a home of our own. 


Branch 13 now has a membership of 21 with an 
age range of 18 to 76 years and the support of 
160 Builders. Of the founder members only a 
few remain—many rose to important positions 
in their respective professions and many of them 
worked in the Railway Carriage Works as many 
members do today. 


In 1972 we held a golden jubilee dance, golden 
jubilee Builders’ ball, a jubilee service of 
thanksgiving at St George’s Church, the golden 
jubilee dinner and the rally of the Beds, Herts 
and North Bucks Area. We look back with a 
sense of pride and we look forward with a 
sense of purpose towards another 50 golden 
years. 


PICTUIREPOINT 


Major winter activities for most 
branches are parties for the 
elderly and the distribution of 
Christmas hampers. The 
elaborate headgear worn by 
members of High Brooms branch 
was judged by their guests 
(above right). And the cheerful 
packers of Christmas parcels are 
members of Broadway branch in 
Worcestershire (above). 

Photos. Kent & Sussex Courier and 
Evesham Journal 


The girls in this impromptu 
chorus line were in Birmingham 
for the annual projects reunion. 
Among the entertainments laid 
on for the weekend was a 
sponsored, three-legged walk 
over an eight mile course, in 
which 38 pairs took part, al! of 
whom completed the course. 
And one energetic pair leap- 
frogged their way round the 
same course. The money raised, 
about £300, will go towards the 
cost of this summer's projects. 
Phota: Sunday Mercury. Birmingham 


Jumping about on a pogo stick is 
one way to keep warm when the 
weather turns wintry. The stick 
was bought at an Edgmond, 
Shropshire, branch bazaar. 
Photo: Shropshire Star & Journal 
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VIOLENGE 


‘BD’ Brown from Chard, Somerset, outlines some of the points raised 
in a branch discussion in the hope that others will be encouraged to 


examine this vital subject. 


The general public is waking up to the fact that 
violence is increasing, especially among children 
and teenagers. Let us face up to our 
responsibilities. Our youth is what we as a 
community have produced, and therefore 
deserve. 


Let us face facts. Every child is born animal. 
Two factors determine what he will develop 
into—heredity and environment. In the present 
stage of civilisation environment is synonymous 
with education in its widest sense. There must 
therefore be something lacking in our educational 
system if we produce aggressive and violent 
youth. Education starts with the parents from 
the year dot. We put a veneer of civilisation on 
the animal. If you scratch sufficiently deeply 
you can find the animal underneath at any age. 
The child learns naturally from the mother in 

its most formative years. It learns personal 
hygiene, walking and talking, and all the 
trappings of civilisation as we know it. The 
best relationships are those of love, and the 
slightest element of fear. Yes, psychologists, 
fear. Not so much the fear of retribution as 
the fear of damaging the love relationship. To 
be a parent is a great responsibility, often 
entered into without sufficient thought and 
preparation. The bearing of a child and the 
feeding of it is only part of the parents" 
responsibility. 


The process of adding the veneer is continued 
by the teacher. What a responsibility is this! 
Education is not solely a matter of filling the 
brain with academic matters, but is concerned 
with instilling a code of ethics and a code of 
morals by example and precept, encouraging the 
student to think for himself and not follow the 
‘herd’. But how can this be accomplished when 
anyone can become a teacher, purely on his 
academic qualifications, irrespective of his 
personality and the power to put over this code 
as something worthwhile for the student to 
achieve? 


Hero worship is not a thing of the past. It 
matters who the hero is and what one emulates. 


The teacher too has to form the love relationship 
with the pupil. Ideally, resort to corporal 
punishment is an admission of defeat. ‘Tt 

hurts me as much as it does you’ is a fact. 
Discipline is part of education. Itis imposed 
from without until such time as the pupil can 

see that discipline matters. Education is _ 
training to take one’s part in the community and 
submit to the laws that the community finds it 
necessary to impose. Everyone has to relinquish 
an increasing amount of personal sovereignty 

in order that an advancing community shall tick. 


It is in the spiritual realm that education is 
failing. We no longer educate the whole person. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In October: Arnold Day (Newsome). 
In November: Gerald L S Scott (Richmond). 


In December: Dreda Ashbee (Rye), Mrs Clark 
(Spotland), John H Duke (Tadcaster), R Sydney 
Grenville (Sprowston), Florence B Lester (Small 
Heath), Ernest C Levett (Worcester), Florence H 
Moreton (Brandon), Alice M R Orchard (St 
Ives), Arthur Partington (Criccieth), Alice Short 
(Westminster), Ernest E Sommers (Sleaford), 
Joan M Summerbell (RHHI, Putney), Rosalie Q 
Wade (Wimbledon), Ronald Whale (Burraton), 
Jack Wood (Holme Valley), Margaret Young 
(Glenrothes), 


In January: Alfred G S Beale (Willesborough), 
Gordon H Bishop (Margate), Joan M Burrows 
(Durrington), Albert E Crossman (Walton), 
Hubert E Foster (Calstock), Florence E Gates 
(RHHI, Putney), William F J Guest (East 
Barnet), Edmund J Harris (South Wales Area), 
Maldwyn Hughes (Haverfordwest), Magdalene 
Lefo (RHHI, Putney), Louise E Lynne (Cromer), 
Emily Macey (Dartmouth), E Vernon Probert 
(Gloucester), Mary B Sime (Gravesend). 


We give thanks for their lives. 


Small Advertisements 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) by the first day of the month 


preceding publication. The charge is 3p a word 
Toc H Headquarters, 42 Crutched Friars, London 


BRUGES, BELGIUM. Hotel 
Jacobs (established 50 years) 
welcomes Toc H parties and 


individual visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of other 
famous cities of art. and of the 
coast. Comfortable, modernised 
hotel. Quiet situation. Parking. 
I" English spoken. Strongly recom- 
= ayes} mended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, HOTEL JACOBS, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050)398 31/32. 


RAISE FUNDS QUICKLY, EASILY. Superb ball-pens. 
combs, brushes etc, gold-stamped to your requirements. 
Details: Northern Novelties, Bradford 2. 


HOTEL LYBEER has been a 
centre for Toc H members since 
1945. Charles, a Toc H Builder 
and well known to many mem- 
bers, welcomes parties and 
individuals. Charles Vanhove. 
Hotel Lybeer, Korte Vulderstraat 
31, Bruges, Belgium. 


GUERNSEY C I. Good homely fare in Toc H family. 
H & C in rooms, midweek bookings accepted. Terms 
BB & EM £11.55 per week. Mrs P Saunders, Petherton, 
Tertre Lane, Vale. Tel: 0481 44756. 


WE CAN PRINT your branch programmes, or covers; 
small posters ; invitation cards; extension leaflets ; news - 
letters : reports ; and many other things. And save you 
money. Write or phone: Elsie Turner, Toc H Print 
Room, Administrative HQ, Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 6BT (Tel: 3911). 


HOLIDAY WITH KATH PARTRIDGE, Woody Dale. 
Borthwood Lane, near Sandown, Isle of Wight. Period 
cottage. BB, EM. Car essential. 


(minimum 30p). Point Three Magazine, 
EC3N 2AL. Telephone 01-709 0472. 


Have you seen the great improvements recently made at 
WARDEN MANOR, including H & C in some bed- 
rooms. new roof and new tennis coun? Historic manor 
house (recorded history dating from 13th century), set 
in unspoilt country near sea edge. 1973 extended 
season June 30-September 15. Also open Easter 
(April 19-23) and Spring Bank Holiday (May 26-29). 
Excellent Toc H fellowship. Cost £10.75 to £12.75 
weekly (children £8.50) plus VAT: includes full board. 
4 meals daily. Tennis, table tennis, putting, etc and all 
entertainments at Manor are free. Bathing is possible 
at Warden Bay nearby. Conferences welcomed 
mid-March/mid-June and mid-September/mid- 
December. Write John Cole. Warden Manor, East- 
church, Kent ME12 4HD. 


CARAVANS, 4-, 5-, 6-, 7-berth, at West Bay. Bridport, 
Dorset, Bishop, 103 Sherborne Road, Yeovil. 


POETRY. If you write poetry. read poetry, or would 
simply like to find out why others do so, come to one of 
these two weekends. A ‘poetry workshop’. led by 
Neil McNeil. at Dor Knap, March 23-25. ‘Accent on 
poetry’, at Alison House, May 11-13. Details of both 
from Sue Sutton. Toc H Administrative Headquarters. 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury. Bucks, HP22 6BT. 


DORSET COAST IN SIGHT AND SOUND. Anew 
style project combining bird watching. photography and 
recording, also some collecting of mineral specimens. 
At ‘Othona’ Community House. near Burton Bradstock. 
September 22-29. Cost £12. Leaders Crispin White 
and Keith Beck. Details from Crispin at 6 Heron Way. 
Bridgemary, Gosport, Hants PO13 ORU. 


BLACKPOOL CENTRAL. Guest House accommo- 
dation. Vacancies Easter onwards. Families welcome. 
For details write to Mrs Irons, 62 Palatine Road, Black- 
pool FY1 4BY. 


POPERINGE AND BRUGES. Toc H holiday parties- 
May 12/19 and July 7/14. Full itinerary of excursions, 
including Brussels and Holland. Highly recommended, 
open to members and friends. Details fram Skegg 
Blanchard, Toc H., Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP22 6BT. 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close. Wendover. Buckinghamshire HP22 6BT and printed in England b 


y Loxley Bros Ltd, Sheffield and London. 


Tubby Talking 


Conversations with the Founder Padre of Toc H, recorded during the last year of his life. 
A 12 inch long-playing record, sold in a particularly attractive sleeve, will be available this month. 


Reminiscences of his family and childhood. A moving account of his introduction to 
Bermondsey during his student days. The Ordination Test School at Knutsford Gaol. Early days 
at All Hallows and the start of the Tower Hill Improvement scheme. Memories of Flanders. 
How the Romans built the city wall of London. 


Just some of the delights of this recording, which captures for posterity that extraordinary voice, 
by turns grave and gay, but always vigorous and with the masterly turn of phrase that 
characterised one of the greatest talkers of our time. 


This unique recording costs just £1.50, including postage and packing. 
To reserve your copy complete the form below and send it, with your remittance, to 
Toc H Publications, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


The proceeds from this record will go to the Tubby Clayton Memorial Fund. 


Tubby Talking 


Tiformal 

Cinversatians 

Totli 

theRee Dy PB Clanton, 
Fowtder Babe 

of Toc. 


To: Publications Dept, Toc H Administrative Headquarters, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Please send me .... copy/copies of TUBBY TALKING as soon as it is available. 

| enclose cheque/PO for f...... (£1.50 each). 

Name - P $ m e eS ts í 
Address a Eee 


(block capitals, please) 


